School Bus Vehicle Pre-Trip Walk-Around Inspection 

and Inside Safety Checks
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	INSIDE SAFETY CHECKS

	(  Steering Wheel
	(  Windshield Wipers
	(  Crossing Arm Control

	(  Directional Signals
	(  All Warning Lights
	(  Driver’s Seat and Seat Belt

	(  Horn Button
	(  Brake Pedal and Brake 
	(  Mirrors

	(  Oil Pressure Gauge
	       Warning Light
	(  Windshield

	(  Ammeter
	(  Clutch Pedal
	(  Side Glass

	       (Generator/Alternator)
	(  Gear Shift Lever
	(  Fire Extinguisher

	(  Water Temperature Gauge
	(  Neutral Safety Switch
	(  First Aid Kit

	(  Fuel Gauge
	(  Parking Brake
	(  Fuses and Emergency

	(  Vacuum or Air Pressure Gauge
	(  Daytime Running Lights
	       Equipment

	(  Defroster
	(  Headlights
	(  Emergency Door and Buzzer

	(  Windshield Washer
	(  Hazard Warning
	(  Clean Bus

	(  Service Door Control
	(  Stop Arm Control
	(  Interior Lights

	School buses should be checked before placing bus in service, or following the day’s run.  All faulty or improperly functioning equipment should be promptly reported, in writing, to proper authorities so that maintenance personnel can be notified and the condition repaired.


SCHOOL BUS PRE-TRIP INSPECTION CHECKLIST

	1.  Look Outside the Bus

___  Inspection decal up-to-date?

___  Windshield, mirrors, front windows, headlights –        

           wipe clean

___  Front and rear bumpers secure

___  Rear emergency door, open and close

___  Bump tires.  Ok?  Lug nuts in place?

___  Suspension – cracked or broken parts?

___  Drain air brake tank

___  Look under bus – all clear?

___  General outside appearance, clean for school bus

           identification?

___  Washer fluid level

___  With engine COLD, check radiator coolant level

___  Engine oil level

___  Fuel tank, fuel lines for leaks and security

2.  Electric Assist Brake Motor

___  Check electric motor operation

___  Check buzzer and warning light

3.  Starting the Engine

___  Check ABS warning device

___  Check brake pressure differential warning light

___  Fuel gauge ok?  Check brake warning buzzer,

           neutral safety switch

___  Start engine – look, listen for trouble signs,

           check gauges

4.  With Engine Running, Check (from driver’s seat):

___  Mirrors, interior/stepwell lights, service door seal 

___  Steering feel ok?  Noise?

___  Steering wheel lash

___  Horn, defroster and heat blowers

___  Windshield wiper/washer operation

___  Brakes – pedal height and feel, gauge reading ok?

___  Parking brake release, reset

___  Service door control


	5.  Look Inside the Bus

___  Seats, floor – housekeeping; seat belt webbing, 

           retractor

___  Emergency exits open and close, rear door, roof,

           windows, warning buzzer operation

___  Emergency equipment – flares and fire axe

___  Fire extinguisher pressure

​​​___  First aid kit – sealed

___  Driver’s area – windshield, windows – clean, cracks, 

           bruises?

___  Wheelchair restraints, lift operation, warning lights 

           and buzzers

___  Wheelchair door latch and retainer

6.  Outside Checks Required Before You Drive Away

___  Crossing arm operation

___  Turn signal – right/left, front/rear, clean and

           flashing?

___  Loading lights – front/rear, clean and flashing?

___  Stop arm – clean and working?  Lights flashing?

___  Daytime running lights

___  Headlights - high/low beams

___  Stoplights/taillights/marker lights/back-up lights –         

           clean and working?       

___  Hazard warning flasher working?

___  Exhaust system – leaks and security

7.  Final Checks As You Move the Bus

___  Seat belt fastened?

___  Brakes.  Stop and hold?

___  Clutch ok?

___  Steering feel ok?  Unusual noises?

___  Bus under control/tracking straight?

___  Brake to a stop.  All gauges ok?
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